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International Bulletin 

Welcome to the U.S. National Park Service’s (NPS) International Bulletin, a semi-annual newsletter sharing summar-
ies of notable international activities by the staff of the NPS during July—December 2022. For NPS colleagues inter-
ested in how to get involved in international cooperation - https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/oia-get-involved.htm   Fol-
low us on social media for these and many other NPS international activities - https://www.facebook.com/
NPSInternationalAffairs and https://twitter.com/NPSInternation 

 
• U.S.-Chile Workshop on Indigenous-Government Partnerships in Protected Area Management 

• World Heritage Periodic Reporting for North America 

• World HeritageUSA and NPS Host U.S. World Heritage Site Managers Forum & 50th Anniversary Symposium 

• Canada and U.S. Commemorate 50th Anniversary of World Heritage 

• NPS Delegation Visits Australia’s New South Wales National Parks  

• South Africa and NPS Commemorate World Ranger Day 

• North American Wilderness and Protected Areas Executive Committee Meets 

• NPS Hosts Control of Invasive Animals in Protected Areas Webinar 

• Glacier Bay Scientist Shares Cruise Ship Tourism Best Practices 

• NPS Filmmaker Premieres Film About Tlingit At Sondrio Environmental Film Festival 

• Olympic National Park Hosts Japan-U.S. Park Interpretation Seminar 

• Crater Lake Scientist Helps Slovenian Sister Park Find Invasive Fish 

• Baltics and NPS Discuss Volunteers-in-Parks Programs 

• French Volunteer Supports Parks Inventory and Monitoring 

 

U.S.-Chile Workshop Convened on Indigenous-Government Partnerships  
in Protected Area Management 
Last September, the NPS helped organize a workshop on improving relationships between government agencies and 
indigenous communities, held in Port Angeles, Washington, just outside Olympic National Park.  Hosted by the Lower 
Elwha Klallam tribe, the workshop brought together 55 indigenous and government agency representatives from the 
U.S., Chile, Canada, and Mexico, who shared experiences and ideas for advancing co-stewardship of marine, coastal 
and terrestrial protected areas.  Other key partners included the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), the George Wright Society and the State Department (which provided most of the funding).   
NPS contact: Jon Putnam @ Jonathan_Putnam@nps.gov 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/oia-get-involved.htm
https://www.facebook.com/NPSInternationalAffairs
https://www.facebook.com/NPSInternationalAffairs
https://twitter.com/NPSInternation
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U.S. World Heritage Program 

World Heritage Periodic Reporting  

for North America 
The Third Cycle of Periodic Reporting (which takes place 
every eight or so years) began in October 2022. The NPS 
Office of International Affairs will coordinate the submission 
of online reports for each of the 24 U.S. World Heritage Sites 
and a national summary report.  
 
This is a part of the World Heritage Committee’s monitoring 
effort to understand how well World Heritage Sites are being 
maintained and what kinds of issues may threaten their out-
standing universal value. The report will be completed in 
summer 2023.  For more information: https://
whc.unesco.org/en/periodicreporting/ 
NPS contact: Stephen Morris @ stephen_morris@nps.gov 

 

World HeritageUSA and NPS Host U.S. 

World Heritage Site Managers Forum & 

50th Anniversary Symposium 
Senior officials, including National Park Service Director Sams, 
participated in an online World Heritage 50th Anniversary Sym-
posium and accompanying Site Managers Forum in October, 
sponsored by the U.S. National Committee of ICOMOS (now 
called World Heritage USA) with the help of the San Antonio 
Missions National Historical Park. NPS managers including 
from Mesa Verde and Grand Canyon also gave presentations. 
OIA staff participated in several sessions.  
For more information see Symposium - World Heritage USA 
NPS contact: Jon Putnam @ Jonathan_Putnam@nps.gov 

Canada & U.S. Commemorate 50th  

Anniversary of World Heritage 
Representatives of Yellowstone and Mesa Verde National Parks, 
the first U.S. sites inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1978, 
joined Canadian colleagues in a November commemoration of 
the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of the World Heritage 
Convention.  Canada and the U.S. have two jointly designated 
World Heritage Sites. 
For more information: Stories for the Next 50 - ICOMOS Canada  
NPS contact: Jon Putnam @ Jonathan_Putnam@nps.gov 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/periodicreporting/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/periodicreporting/
mailto:stephen_morris@nps.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworldheritageusa.org%2Fsymposium%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRudy_DAlessandro%40nps.gov%7Ce35d2bfaa0204ceccdf708daf3f188a9%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638090515944729285%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
mailto:Jonathan_Putnam@nps.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcanada.icomos.org%2Fevent%2Fstories-for-the-next-50%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRudy_DAlessandro%40nps.gov%7Ce35d2bfaa0204ceccdf708daf3f188a9%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C6380905159447292
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NPS Bilateral Engagement 

 

NPS Delegation Visits Australia’s  

New South Wales National Parks 
At the invitation of the head of the New South Wales National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), a National Park Service dele-
gation headed by Director Chuck Sams spent a week in Sydney 
and at national parks in the state of New South Wales, learning 
primarily about initiatives undertaken in recent years by the NPWS 
to pursue co-management arrangements with Aboriginal commu-
nities.   
 
Despite the different legal framework in Australia, which allows a 
state government to interact directly with indigenous communities 
in a way that is reserved for the Federal government in the U.S., 
the delegation learned a great deal and was impressed with how 
far co-management has progressed there.  Throughout the visit, 
the delegation was received with great warmth and hospitality, a 
testament to the importance placed on hosting officials from the 
National Park Service, including the first Native American Director.  
Director Sam’s visit helped NPWS leaders highlight the efforts 
underway in New South Wales to expand initiatives on co-
management with Australian Aboriginal peoples. 
For more information: https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/ 
NPS contact: Stephen Morris @ stephen_morris@nps.gov 

South Africa and NPS Commemorate 

World Ranger Day 
To promote and honor World Ranger Day, NPS Associate 
Director for Visitor and Resource Protection Jennifer Flynn 
recorded a video in support of World Ranger Day that the 
NPS Office of International Affairs arranged with the South 
African National Parks (SANParks) Honorary Rangers or-
ganization to be shown at SANParks events, along with 
videos from rangers around the world.  The Honorary 
Rangers are similar to the NPS Volunteers-in-Parks (VIP) 
program and work to support SANParks through volunteer 
projects and fund-raising.  
 
Associate Director Flynn spoke about the history of U.S. 
national park rangers and how the USNPS supports the 
ideals of World Ranger Day, which is held annually on July 
31

st
 to honor and acknowledge the courage and tenacity of 

rangers world-wide, who risk their lives daily to protect 
wildlife, natural and cultural sites.  
For more information: https://www.sanparksvolunteers.org/ 
NPS contact: David Krewson @ david_krewson@nps.gov 

https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:stephen_morris@nps.gov
https://www.sanparksvolunteers.org/
mailto:david_krewson@nps.gov
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Global Connections 

 

North American Wilderness and  
Protected Areas Executive  
Committee Meets 
In October, the Executive Committee of the North American 
Wilderness and Protected Areas (NAWPA) Committee met 
in Tucson, Arizona.  NAWPA, which was established in 
2009, brings together government conservation agencies 
from the U.S., Canada, and Mexico to collaborate and learn 
from each other in a variety of topics related to protected 
area management.   
 
The NPS currently serves as Chair of the Executive Com-
mittee and hosted the October meeting, which included a 
site visit to Saguaro National Park.   
For more information: see NAWPA Committee   
NPS contact: Jon Putnam @ Jonathan_Putnam@nps.gov 

NPS Hosts Control of Invasive Animals 
in Protected Areas Webinar 
In September, NPS hosted a webinar on Control of Inva-
sive Animals in Protected Areas for an international audi-
ence of 80 participants from various U.S. government 
agencies and NGO's as well as staff from several park 
agencies in Georgia, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, France, and 
South Africa. Joined by the NPS Invasive Animal Species 
Coordinator, Dr. Jennifer Sieracki and Sarah Funck, from 
Florida's Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, both 
speakers gave overviews on how both their agencies as-
sess, manage, and then combat invasive animals.  
 
Examples were provided on the control of feral hogs, feral 
cats, pythons, lizards, and even monkeys. Following 30-
minute presentations by each speaker, many questions 
and comments were fielded from participants since this 
issue has become a major problem for many protected 
areas around the world.  
For more information: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/
invasive/index.htm 
NPS contact: David Krewson @ david_krewson@nps.gov 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnawpacommittee.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRudy_DAlessandro%40nps.gov%7C2d8619c71c674ef682d008daf29db1c6%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638089056348818793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
mailto:Jonathan_Putnam@nps.gov
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Global Connections 

 

Glacier Bay Scientist Shares  

Cruise Tourism Best Practices 
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve’s Senior Science 
Advisor Scott Gende participated with Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society Beringia-Arctic Program Director Martin 
Robards in the NatNorth Subcommittee Meeting on Cruise 
Ships Taking Land, which was held in Reykjavik, Iceland in 
September 2022. NatNorth is a collaboration between Nor-
dic countries on sustainable tourism projects that encour-
age responsible nature experiences.   
 
An objective of the NatNorth Subcommittee meeting was to 
build a common understanding of the decision-making au-
thority, regulatory environment, opportunities for best-
practices, and monitoring of cruise ship tourism at national 
parks, protected areas, and ports of concern in Greenland 
and Iceland.  During the meeting, representatives from 
West Norwegian Fjords and Glacier Bay – sister parks 
since 2019 - provided presentations on the suite of initia-
tives that increase the sustainability of cruise ship tourism 
at these sites, including regulations, concessions/market-
based tools, interpretation programs, and initiatives de-
signed to capture revenue.   
For more information: https://natnorth.is// 
NPS contact: Scott Gende @ scott_gende@nps.gov 

NPS Filmmaker Premieres Film about 

Tlingit at Sondrio Festival   
Sarah Gulick, a filmmaker with the Harpers Ferry Center 
for Interpretative Design, represented the National Park 
Service at the 2022 Sondrio environmental film festival. 
Her film, ‘Healing Through The Waters,’ was accepted by 
the Sondrio Film Jury and screened during the festival.  
This NPS-produced film explores how determined Alaska 
Natives return to their homeland, now a national park, 
after their villages are destroyed by a glacier. Stunning 
footage accompanies testimonies of Huna Tlingit and the 
National Park Service to shed light on a decades-long 
journey of loss and recovery.   
 
Sondrio Festival is a unique international film festival ded-
icated to nature films made in nature parks and protected 
areas worldwide and has been held annually every No-
vember since 1987 in Sondrio, Italy. Over the past three 
decades, festival organizers have extended an invitation 
to the NPS to participate on its film jury, as well as to sub-
mit our films for consideration in one of four categories.  
For more information: Sondrio Festival 
NPS contact: Sarah Gulick @ sarah_gulick@nps.gov 

https://natnorth.is/
mailto:scott_gende@nps.gov
https://www.sondriofestival.it/en
mailto:sarah_gulick@nps.gov
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Global Connections 

 

Crater Lake Scientist Helps Slovenian  

National Park Find Invasive Fish 
Over the past few years, a scientist from Crater Lake National 
Park has visited the park’s Slovenian sister park, Triglav Na-
tional Park, to share a new DNA technique for detecting hard-
to-find species. During his visits, aquatic ecologist Dave He-
ring has helped Triglav park biologists sample environmental 
DNA (eDNA) from lakes high in the Julian Alps. They looked 
for DNA from non-native minnows and Arctic char that disrupt 
the park’s aquatic ecosystems.  
 
Dave’s work demonstrated eDNA techniques which are used 
in the U.S. and provided baseline data about fish DNA present 
in Slovenian lakes. Parks in both countries seek to reverse the 
negative effects of invasive fish.  These visits were useful to 
share ideas about how to accomplish that goal.  For more in-
formation: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/parkscience/issue-
summer-2022.htm 
NPS contact: David Hering @ david_hering@nps.gov 

Olympic Hosts Japan-U.S. Park 

 Interpretation Training Seminar 
Olympic National Park hosted our most recent 
seminar for Japanese park interpretation profes-
sionals, through our Japan-U.S. Interpretation 
Training Seminar. This seminar’s theme was In-
terpretation of Diverse Ecosystems and People 
from Mountains to Oceans. Japanese participation 
for this year’s seminar included two university pro-
fessors, two former park rangers and the chief 
ranger of a commercial forest.   
 
Staff at Olympic worked with NPS International 
Affairs to arrange meetings with site managers at 
several ranger stations, as well as with the Makah 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer at the Makah 
Cultural and Research Center to learn about the 
history of anthropological research cooperation 
between NPS and the Makah tribe. 
For more information: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/294691300592801 
NPS contact: Rudy D’Alessandro @ 
rudy_dalessandro@nps.gov 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2014.11.019
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2014.11.019
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/greatlakes/FactSheet.aspx?Species_ID=3641&Potential=Y&Type=2&HUCNumber=
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International Volunteers Support US Parks 

Baltics and NPS Discuss  

Volunteers-in-Parks Programs  
In December, the NPS organized a webinar on volunteer pro-
grams with counterparts from the national parks and protect-
ed areas of Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia. Shari Orr, the NPS 
Servicewide Volunteer Manager, delivered a presentation 
about NPS’s Volunteer-in-Parks (VIP) program, followed by a 
presentation from her Estonian counterpart Kadri Aller. The 
program was one of an on-going series of webinars coordi-
nated with the Baltic Environmental, Science, Technology 
and Health Office based in the U.S. Embassy in Vilnius over 
the past three years.  
 
The Volunteers-in-Parks program webinar in December pro-
vided an interesting perspective on cultural attitudes toward 
volunteerism in the U.S. and the Baltic countries, as well as a 
comparison of the types of volunteer opportunities in the U.S. 
versus Estonia. The discussion following the presentations 
offered a fruitful exchange of ideas and knowledge sharing.  
For more information: https://www.nps.gov/getinvolved/
volunteer.htm 
NPS contact: Linda Bennet @ Linda_Bennett@nps.gov.  

 

French Volunteer Supports NPS  
Inventory & Monitoring  
Wesley Reverdy, a graduate student from France, re-
cently finished an NPS International VIPs (IVIPs) intern-
ship with the NPS Sonoran Desert Network, which in-
ventories and monitors natural resources in eleven na-
tional park units in Arizona, including Saguaro National 
Park. Wesley was completing the first year of a master's 
degree in ecology and finance and needed to complete 
an internship for his program. He helped the Sonoran 
Desert Network to develop methods to analyze acoustic 
monitoring data as part of a bat research study.  
For more information about the Network: https://
www.nps.gov/im/sodn/index.htm 
NPS contact: Linda Bennet 
@ Linda_Bennett@nps.gov.  
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